
 

Kirk'sDik-Dik 

ScientificName; 
Madoquakirkii 

AverageLifeSpan; 
10-15 incaptivity,5yearsinwild 

NumberofYoung; 
1-2 

AdultWeight; 
3 kg-6kg 

Kirk’sdik-dikareasmallantelopespeciesfromeastAfrica.Theyareafawncolour,whichis 

excellentcamouflageintheirsavannahhabitat.Maleshavestouthornsoftenhiddenbytufts 

offur.Thisspeciesofdik-dikhaveanelongatedsnoutthatallowsexcessheattobelost 

loweringbodytemperature.Bloodvesselsclosetotheskinofthesnoutallowsexcessheatto 

passtotheair,coolingthebloodthatthenreturnstothebody.Theytaketheirnamefromthe 

calltheymakewhenstartled.Theywilljumpfromtheirhidingplaceandmoveinaseriesof 

zig-zagleapswhilstmakingthe“dik-dik”call.Thismovementaimstoconfusepredators. 

Don’tforgettofollowusonFacebook 

andtagusinyourphotos! 

TheKirk’sdik-dikisafairlycommonspeciesin 

theirhomerangeineastAfrica.Insomeareas, 

theyareunderthreatfromtheexpansionof 

farmlandandoverhunting.However,theyare 

good at in scrubland and over- surviving 

grazedareasmakingthemresilienttohabitat 

change. 

Wheretheycurrentlylive 

Kirk’sdik-dikformamonogamousmale-femalepairwhomaintainaterritory.Thepairwillhave 

oneoffspringtwiceayearcoincidingwiththestartandfinishoftherainyseason.Infantsreach 

fullsizebythetimetheyaresevenmonthsold.Theyarethenchasedoutoftheterritoryby 

theirparents;maleschasetheirsonsandfemaleschasetheirdaughters! 

TheherbivorousdietoftheKirk’sdik-dikismostlymadeupofleaves.Theyhaveaveryhigh 

metabolicrate,whichmeanstheymusteatahighamountofvegetationrelativetotheirsize. 


